




DID YOU KNOW? 
The AED Foundation Technical Assessment & 
Industry Certifi ed Technician is the fi rst of its kind 
for the equipment industry. The AED Foundation 
Technical Assessments evaluate technician knowledge 
of the critical functions outlined in The Standards 
for Equipment Technology published by The AED 
Foundation. 

The questions as well as the standards that they 
are based on were developed by a task force of 
technical experts from across the industry, including 
manufacturers, distributors, and educators. 
Technicians can earn an industry recognized 
certifi cation if they score 70% or higher. This 
demonstrates to employees the organization’s 
commitment to development and recognition and can 
increase retention. 

For more information, please visit aedfoundation.org.

Over the past four years, the 
AED Foundation has accredited 

or recognized over 128 new 
school programs, and has 

certified over 3,800 technicians. 
The Foundation continues to 
work to expand its industry 

efforts to ensure that there is a 
pipeline of talent to support the 

future of the industry.   
College Programs

E X PA N S I O N  O F  T H E  A E D  F O U N D A T I O N ’S 
A C C R E D I TA T I O N / R E C O G N I T I O N  P R O G R A M

YOUR INVESTMENT IS CRITICAL TO 
ENSURE THE AED FOUNDATION 

ACHIEVING ITS 2025 GOALS: 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Enhancing the AED Foundation’s live seminars 

focused on developing industry-specifi c managers

RESEARCH
Update the 2023 Technician Shortage Research Report

EXPAND
Career awareness opportunities  
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2024

2025 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
Y O U R  S U P P O RT  M AT T E R S !

Contribute today by visiting 
bit.ly/2025AEDFCampaign to 
donate now to continue driving 
results for the equipment industry.

STRENGTHENING THE 
PIPELINE OF FUTURE 

EQUIPMENT TECHNICIANS

High School Programs



2024 HIGHLIGHTS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

1. Reaccredited 14 college programs to maintain the highest industry 
standards in technical education, thanks to Evaluation Team Leaders 
(ETLs) who dedicated over 1,000 hours to rigorous evaluations. 
This ensures graduates are well-prepared for the workforce.

2. Advanced workforce development and education through 
industry-focused research, addressing challenges like the technician 
shortage, skills gaps, and training needs. Insights are shared with 
key stakeholders to drive meaningful change and support the 
industry’s adaptation to future demands.

3. Delivered updated professional development through Certifi ed 
Management Programs and live seminars, offering targeted training 
in areas like parts management, service operations, and sales. 
These initiatives enhance individual skills and organizational 
performance, strengthening the industry workforce.

T H E  2 0 2 5  A E D  F O U N D A T I O N  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

LEARN MORE ABOUT ALL OF THE 
RESOURCES THE AED FOUNDATION HAS 
TO OFFER AT AEDFOUNDATION.ORG. 
To make a pledge today or for additional information, 
please contact Tarah McShane at 630-642-9108 or 
tmcshane@aednet.org. 

Accreditation - 27%
Career Promotion - 16%
Professional Education - 50%
Research - 7%

2024 FOUNDATION 
FINANCIALS
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*Administrative and staff costs are included 
in each category.

DIANE BENCK Foundation Chairwoman
West Side Tractor Sales Co.

RON BARLET  Vice Chairman
Bejac Corporation 

DARREN GRAHSL  Treasurer
BOK Financial

BRIAN P. MCGUIRE  President
AED Foundation

JAMIE COWIN Board Representative

Cowin Equipment Company
ROBERT K. HENDERSON  President Emeritus

AED Foundation
 TIM WATTERS  Past Foundation Chairman

Hoffman Equipment Co.
CHAD STRACENER  Director
Tractor & Equipment Company

CRAIG DRURY Director
Vermeer Canada

DAN FITZPATRICK Director
John Deere Construction & Forestry Company 

ADAM GILBERTSON Director
RDO Equipment Co.

JOHN SOMERS  Director
Association of Equipment Manufacturers

BILL CHIMLEY Director
Komatsu America Corp.

KRISTIN GIRARD  Director
Caterpillar, Inc.

JIM KESSLER  Director
Ritchie Bros.

JOSH LUCAS Director
Wells Fargo

BRADY SEAVERT  Director
Doosan Bobcat North America

JONATHAN SHILLING  Director
General Equipment & Supplies, Inc.

MICHAEL VAZQUEZ  Director
Sunbelt Rentals

SCOTT YOUNG Director
Volvo Construction Equipment

DR. CARINE SAUVIGNON Director
Massasoit Community College

COREY VANDER MOLEN Director
Vermeer Mid South

PAUL MANGER Director
Kubota

WHERE YOUR INVESTMENT 
DOLLARS GO

2025 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
Y O U R  S U P P O RT  M AT T E R S !
Contribute today by visiting 
bit.ly/2025AEDFCampaign to 
donate now to continue driving 
results for the equipment industry.


